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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
This month begins 
our busy season for 
the new year.  Mark 
your calendars on 
February 26th and 
27th for the South-
west Indian Arts Fes-

tival and on March 18th and 19th for 
Archaeology Expo. In fact, mark the 
whole month of March as there are 
multiple talks and events around the 
state for Archaeology Awareness 
Month. The poster honoring the month 
is now available and features Las Ca-
pas, the Late Archaic site located here 
in Tucson along the Santa Cruz River. 
If you cannot work with us as a volun-
teer at either of these events, please 
come as a visitor. 

The Southwest Indian Arts Festival 
has grown into a major art event in 
Tucson. There will be over 100 Ameri-
can Indian artists with their award win-
ning creations. This is a wonderful op-
portunity to meet the artists who make 
the pieces you so enjoy. Some volun-
teers will be able to work with the art-
ists and give them breaks so they can 
have lunch. It is a great way to make 
new friends. I hope to see you there. 
    The weather is warming up and it is 
the perfect time of year for field trips. 
The trip this month is ideal for those 
who want to learn a little more about 
local archaeology.  The trip is to Sleep-
ing Snake to view the recent excava-
tions conducted by SWCA. I plan on 

going, but there is only room for 20 
visitors, so please make reservations if 
you want to go, too. Our VP for Ac-
tivities, Vick Evans, is taking names 
and providing more information about 
the trip - see the announcement else-
where in Glyphs. 

Our speaker this month is Mike Fos-
ter. I have known Mike for decades 
now, since we were both at the Univer-
sity of Colorado. He always has some-
thing interesting to say about Mexican 
archaeology. Please, join us for his talk; 
it promises to be both entertaining and 
informative. 
    Other AAHS activities include the 
announcement of the winner of the 
Hayden Student Paper competition, the 
evaluation of applications for Scholar-
ship and Research grants, and the solici-
tation of new members to the Board of 
Directors. I would like to expand on 
this last event a little. We need some 
new faces on the Board. If you have 
any interest in joining us, please let a 
current Board member know.  We will 
be glad to explain the duties, meeting 
dates, and how much fun we have vol-
unteering for the Society! Or perhaps 
you know of someone who would make 
a good Board member. The Nomina-
tions Committee would welcome any 
suggestions for possible candidates. 
This is your Society; so, please take an 
active role in the election process. 

Jenny AdamsJenny Adams ,  ,  President 
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THE CORNERSTONE 
 
     It’s just so hard to believe that it’s Feb-
ruary again.  The beginning of this month 
marks the busiest time of Arizona State 
Museum’s public program calendar — an 
ambitious schedule for sure, and one that 
we’re proud to be offering. Come have 
fun with us! 
 

SOUTHWEST INDIAN ART FAIR 
February 26-27:  
     Over 100 of the finest American Indian 
artists in the SW will again dazzle you 
with their wares. Meet the artists and buy 
directly from them. Watch for expanded 
educational programs, a new focus on 
textiles, and refreshments! $2 adult ad-
mission. Volunteers Still Needed!  Please 
call today! 
 

SONORAN BORDERLANDS  
LEARNING EXPEDITION  
March 11–17:  
     Explore the land, the history and the 
cultures – ancient and contemporary – on 
both sides of the borderland region with 
museum scholars Tom Sheridan and Paul 
and Suzy Fish. Registration and fees re-
quired. 
 

ARCHAEOLOGY EXPO 2000 
March 18-19:  
     Hosted by ASM this year, the annual 
statewide celebration promises to be a 
brand new experience for the whole fam-
ily. An adventure in Arizona’s rich cul-
tural heritage awaits you! In honor of this 
event, ASM will also unveil a photo ex-
hibit celebrating 100 Years of Archae-
ology in Arizona — a photo-documentary 
incorporating original field notes, 
sketches, archival materials and photo-
graphs of landmark excavations and ex-
peditions. Free admission. Volunteers 
Still Needed!  Please call today! 

RARE GLIMPSES 
April 2000: 
     This second series of the year offers 
one-on-one evenings and learning expe-
ditions with ASM archaeologists. Regis-
tration and fees required. 
 
April 5       Spanish Colonial archaeology 

(day trip April 8) 
April 12    Rock art of the Tucson area 

(day trip April 15) 
April 19    Mormon archaeology of the 

Little Colorado River Valley 
April 26    Sierra Ancha cliff dwellings 

(two-day trip April 29-30)   
 
VISIT MATA ORTIZ WITH ASM:  
     Join ASM scholars Paul and Suzy Fish 
for an unforgettable travel tour to Mata 
Ortiz this May. The itinerary will include 
a pottery fair and tours of local archaeo-
logical sites. Call to be updated on trip 
details.  
 
AIR-CONDITIONED SUMMER 
ARCHAEOLOGY? 
     Do you miss going away to summer 
camp like you did as a kid? Let us take 
you back to the good old days by coming 
to ASM for summer camp in July. Enjoy 
air-conditioned archaeology by learning 
laboratory research procedure – the 
equally important counterpart to field 
excavation. You will be learning these 
important aspects of archaeology while 
helping to complete the vital research of 
ASM’s Sierra Ancha Research Project. 
Registration and fees required. 
 
 
 
     You can reach Darlene Lizarraga at 
Arizona State Museum’s marketing office 
at 520/626-8381, or you can e-mail her 
at  darlene@al.arizona.edu. 
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March 1,  at 7:00 p.m. 
TUCSON'S PREHISTORY:  NEW INSIGHTS FROM DECADES OF 
DIGGING 
by William Doelle, Archaeologist and President, 
Desert Archaeology 
Wilmot Branch Public Library, 530 North  
Wilmot Road (between Broadway and 5th St.), 
Tucson 
 
March 7, at 7:00 p.m.   
THE ORIGINS OF SOUTHWESTERN VILLAGE  LIFE:  NEW 
EVIDENCE FROM THE  TUCSON BASIN 
by Jonathan Mabry, Archaeologist, Desert Archae-
ology 
Valencia Branch Public Library, 202 West Va-
lencia Road (about 1 mile east of I-19 between 
12th and 6th Avenues), Tucson 
 
March 8, at 7:00 p.m.   
WATER, LAND AND SOCIETY:  NEW INSIGHTS ON PREHIS-
TORIC DESERT FARMING 
by Suzanne and Paul Fish, Archaeologists, Arizona 
State Museum  
Nanini Branch Public Library,  7300 North 
Shannon Road (north of Ina Road between  
Thornydale and La Cholla), Tucson 
 
March 14, at 6:45 p.m. 
WAITING FOR THE  POT TO BOIL:  PREHISTORIC POTTERY 
IN SOUTHERN ARIZONA 
by James Heidke, Archaeologist, Desert  

Archaeology 
Mission Branch Public Library, 3770 South 
Mission Road (NW corner of Mission and 
Ajo), Tucson 
 
March 16, at 5:00 p.m.  
ANCIENT CAMPFIRES IN THE  DESERT:RECENT  ARCHAEO-
LOGICAL WORK IN 
WESTERN PAPAGUERIA 
by Adrianne Rankin, Archaeologist,  
Luke Air Force Base Salazar-Ajo Branch Pub-
lic Library, 33 Plaza Street, downtown IN AJO 
 
March 22, at 7:00 p.m.  
THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF A MEXICAN FAMILY 
by Homer Thiel, Archaeologist, Desert  
Archaeology 
El Rio Neighborhood Center and Library,  1390 
West Speedway (between Grande and Silver-
bell), Tucson 
 
March 28,  at 7:00 p.m. 
THE FUTURE OF OUR PAST -  
UNDERSTANDING AND PROTECTING 
THE  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  RECORD 
IN SOUTHERN ARIZONA 
by Jeff Altschul, Archaeologist and President, Statis-
tical Research;  and Linda Mayro, Archaeologist and 
Cultural Resources Coordinator,  
Pima County Woods Branch Public Library, 

ARCHAEOLOGY AWARENESS MONTH LIBRARY TALKS  
FOR MARCH, 2000 

     The Year 2000 Archaeology Month talks will focus on the exciting discoveries of 
the past decade in the Tucson basin.  Excavations such as those associated with the 
widening of Interstate 10 have evolutionized our understanding of the most funda-
mental changes in prehistoric Southwestern lifeways — the development of agricul-
ture and village life.  Our speakers will pull together information from a number of 
projects to provide an integrated picture of prehistoric cultural development in the 
Tucson basin as understood in the light of this new information.  Another of the I-10 
excavations provides a window to 19th century life near downtown Tucson and the 
banks of the Santa Cruz River, tracing the family history of merchant and farmer 
Francisco Solano Leon through the Spanish, Mexican and American periods.   One 
other talk is in Ajo and concerns recent archaeology on the Barry Goldwater Range.  
     The Tucson-Pima Public Library will co-sponsor and host the Archaeology Month 
Lecture Series, and the other sponsor is the Arizona State Museum. 



 

. . . The Arizona Archaeological and Historical Society      Page 5 

MARCH 
Speaker:        Ken Hedges 
Topic:             Petroglyphs of the Picture     
                         Rock area 
Field Trip:    None, but visit the Arizona   
                    Archaeology Expo at ASM 
APRIL 
Speaker:        Mark Thomson 
Topic:             To be announced 

Field Trip:         Fairbank Ghost town  
MAY 
Speaker:         Henry Wallace 
Topic:            Origins of the Hohokam 
Field Trip:         Hovenweep National         
                              Park (three-day trip) 
 
 
     Remember to check your Glyphs each  

3-MONTH PREVIEW OF  
AAHS LECTURE PRESENTATIONS AND FIELD TRIPS 

THE YEAR 2000 

     This month’s tour will be a short visit 
to the SWCA excavation of Sleeping 
Snake, located close by, in Rancho Vis-
toso.  
     We will meet in the Fry's parking lot on 
First Avenue (at the corner on Oracle, out 
in Oro Valley) at 8:30 a.m.  We will leave 
for the tour promptly at 9:00 a.m.  The 
tour will only take a couple of hours, so 
no need to bring a lunch (though there is 

a Burger King located near the Frys for 
those who might get hungry).   
     Please come prepared with good hiking 
boots, plenty of water, sunscreen and your 
favorite hat.  The tour is limited to 20 
people, so hop-to-it, as they say, and call 
us as soon as possible! 
     Those interested in reserving a place, 
please call Vick Evans at 520/298-5167 
or e-mail her at:  thetribe@juno.com. 

SWCA EXCAVATION OF SLEEPING SNAKE,  
LOCATED IN RANCHO VISTOSO 

Saturday, February 26, 2000 

AAHS NOMINATIONS NOW BEING TAKEN 
 

    Are you thinking about getting more involved with the Society?  Would you like to 
work more closely with AAHS members and want to learn more about how the Society 
really functions?  Well, your ideas and expertise are valuable to us, especially if you 
are familiar with local issues in southwestern archaeology, enjoy working on projects 
having to do with fund-raising, marketing, database structure, finances, activities, edit-
ing, printing, graphics, etc.   In general,  historians, archaeologists, and enthusiasts are 
most welcome to join us. 
     And, since it’s that time of the year for nominations for officers and board members, 
names are now being taken!  So, if you — or people you know — are interested in the 
decision-making aspects of the Society and want to make sure our members receive the 
best information as to what is happening in the exciting area of southwestern anthro-
pology, please let us know.  Send a letter (by February 29th) to the AAHS Nomina-
tions Committee, Arizona State Museum, University of Arizona.   Serving on the 
Board is a rewarding experience.   
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AAHS's WEB SITES 
Look for the Arizona Archaeological and His-
torical Society on the Internet at: http://w3.
arizona.edu:180/asm/aahs/aahs.html.  Also,  
you can find SWA’s Glyphs Archive (monthly 
issues are saved as PDF files), at the SWA site: 

Http://www.swanet.org/az.html 
Http://www.swanet.org/aahsglf.html 

GLYPHS DEADLINE DATE! 
The deadline for the receipt of information 
and articles to be included in Glyphs is the 
15th of each month for the next month’s is-
sue.  New material is urged, needed, and al-
ways appreciated.  Write to me at AAHS, 
ASM, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 
8 5 7 3 7 ;  p h o n e  5 2 0 / 4 9 8-1310; e-mail  
LTATucson@aol.com. 

AAHS 2000 SCHOLARSHIP AND GRANTS APPLICATION  
 
     The 2000 application for the Society's Scholarships and Grants for Research and 
Travel is now available.  Each year the society provides small awards (maximum is 
usually $500.00) for students, avocational and professional archaeologists, anthro-
pologists, and historians.  These are intended to support research, travel for presenta-
tion at meetings or workshops, and scholarships.  The deadline for this years appli-
cation will be February 15, 2000, with the announcement of the awards provided in 
the March 2000 Glyphs. 
     The application can be obtained by contacting the chairperson: Arthur W. Vokes.    
The mailing address is: Arthur Vokes, Arizona State Museum, University of Arizona, 
Tucson, Arizona 85721-0026.  His e-mail address is vokesa@u.arizona.edu, and his 
phone number is 520/621-4609.  The application should soon be available from the 
society's webpage, which can be reached through the Arizona State Museum's web-
page at (http://www.statemuseum.arizona.edu).  Forms are also available from the 
State Museum's Library and Site Files Office (Sharon Urban), or from departmental 
advising offices at various universities and colleges. 

AAHS Bulletin! 
 Get ready for our brand 
new T-Shirts, Caps and 

Mugs — available 
March 2000! 
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February 3: 
David Boxley, Michael Kabotie, and 
Mark Bahti 
 

INNOVATION AND TRADITION: 
NATIVE ARTISTS’ VIEWS OF CULTURE 
     Contemporary collectors and museums are 

increasingly looking to native artists for 

“innovative” or “break-through” art. How does 

a native artist who is connected to his or her 

culture balance that demand with the demands 

of the culture? Tsimshian artist David Boxley 

and Hopi artist Michael Kabotie will discuss 

this topic in a roundtable moderated by local 

gallery owner, Mark Bahti. 

     David Boxley is a Tsimshian artist, member 

of the Eagle clan, who has carved 44 totem 

poles to date, has choreographed dances, 

formed a dance group, and, in 1982, held a 4-

day memorial potlatch in Metlakatla, where he 

raised a totem pole to honor his grandfather. He 

also led an historic 4-day potlatch in Metlakatla 

in 1994, hosted by all four Tsimshian clans. 

Michael Kabotie (Lomawywesa), son of the late 

Fred Kabotie, renowned Hopi artist and co-

founder of the Hopi Guild, is a painter, sculp-

tor, poet and jeweler, born in 1942 in Shun-

gopavy Village. A member of the Snow/Water 

Clan, he is very active in the religious life of his 

community. He was one of a group of artists 

who founded Artist Hopid in 1973 - a group 

dedicated to experimenting in fresh interpreta-

tions of traditional Hopi art forms. 
 
 

March 2: 

Laurie Webster  
 

PUEBLO CLOTH AND THE TENACITY OF 
TRADITION: WEAVING IN THE WAKE OF 
THE COLONIAL ENCOUNTER 
     Pueblo Indian weaving was a flourishing 
industry when the Spaniards arrived on the 
scene in the 1500s.  Within a century, the Span-
ish colonial enterprise led to dramatic changes 
in the organization of Pueblo textile labor, the 
trade of Pueblo cloth, and the raw materials of 
production.  What were the consequences of 
these disruptions for Pueblo societies and 
weavers?  How did these changes ultimately 
pave the way for the survival of the craft into 
modern times? Drawing from archaeological, 
historic, and contemporary sources, this presen-
tation traces the shifting course of Pueblo weav-
ing after European contact, underscoring the 
remarkable adaptability and endurance of the 
Pueblo textile tradition.      Dr. Laurie Webster 
received her Ph.D in Anthropology from the 
University of Arizona in 1997 and is a Visiting 
Scholar with the Arizona Stuate Museum.  Her 
work with textiles ranges from analysis of Bas-
ketmaker textiles (most recently for the Pueblo 
of Zuni), to the conservation and restorage of 
archaeological textiles from Canyon de Chelly 
(for the National Park Service), to her research 

SPRING 2000 
NEW DIRECTIONS IN SOUTHWESTERN ANTHROPOLOGY 

LECTURE SERIES 
 

     A Series of Free Public Lectures co-sponsored by The Department of Anthropology, Arizona 
State Museum, and American Indian Studies Program, University of Arizona, and Bahti Indian 
Arts, Inc. 
     Lectures are at 7:30 p.m., in the Center for English as a Second Language Building, Room 
102,  on the  U of A campus.  CESL is located one building east of the Arizona State Museum.  
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AAHS HAPPENINGS 
Topic of the February 21 General Meeting: 

 

ALTA VISTA AND THE CHALCHIHUITES CULTURE, 

ZACATECAS, MEXICO 
by Michael S. Foster 

The site of Alta Vista, the principal 
ceremonial center of the Chalchihuites 
culture, is located in western Zacatecas, 
Mexico.  Although it lacks the monumen-
tal architecture of contemporary centers 
in the Valley of Mexico or that of neigh-
boring La Quemada, it nevertheless pos-
sesses many unique and interesting archi-
tectural features that bespeak of its role in 
the Chalchihuites culture and its impor-
tance in the prehistory of the northwest 
Mesoamerican frontier. 

Most of what is known of Alta Vista is 
the result of many years of dedicated ex-
cavation and research by the late J. Char-
les Kelley.  Manuel Gamio first investi-
gated the site in 1908. Gamio’s work, 
however, was limited to the structure 
known as the Hall-of-Columns. Kelley 
began working at Alta Vista in 1971 as 
part of a broader survey and excavation 
program in the Rio Suchil and Rio San 
Antonio valleys of western Zacatecas.  
This work was an extension of earlier re-
search along the eastern foothills of the 
Sierra Madre Occidental of Durango.  To-
day, work at the site is being carried on 
by Mexico’s Instituto Nacional de Antro-
pologia e Historia (INAH) out of their re-
gional office in Zacatecas.  Excavations 
at the site have been limited to the center 
of the ceremonial precinct and thus little 
is known of the overall configuration and 

extent of the site.  
Alta Vista is located on a broad ridge 

just north of the current Tropic of Cancer.  
The site was carefully laid out in terms of 
orientation to cardinal directions and to 
the Equinox sunrises.  Furthermore, its 
proximity to the Tropic of Cancer does 
not appear to be incidental.  The location 
of the site, a feature referred to as the 
Labyrinth, and other features in the gen-
eral Alta Vista area, indicate that the site 
was an important observatory and astro-
nomical center.  Kelley has suggested that 
Alta Vista served as a Teotihuacan sun-
watching outpost. 

At the center of the site is a large rec-
tangular plaza.  On the north side of the 
plaza is the main pyramid at the site.  Al-
though sub-monumental in terms of size, 
this structure was undoubtedly a major 
focus of ceremonial activity at the site.  
Of particular note is an interior crypt that 
housed the remains of three individuals 
thought to represent sequential leaders of 
the Alta Vista polity.      

On the east side of the main plaza is a 
Hall-of-Columns. It originally contained 
20 columns, but was later modified to 
contain 28.  These were subsequently re-
inforced to provide support for a new su-
perstructure that would have extensively 
changed the configuration of the struc-
ture.  However, the project was aban-
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AAHS Meeting Time and Place 

     The Arizona Archaeological and Historical Society’s monthly meeting will be held on Feb-

ruary 21, 2000, at 7:30 p.m. at Duval Auditorium, University Medical Center, 1501 North 

Campbell Avenue (north of Speedway).  Duval Auditorium can be reached by proceeding 

either north or south on North Campbell and turning west into the UMC between the two traf-

fic lights — one is at Speedway and one is at Elm.  Free parking is available south of Mabel 

Street, across from the College of  Nursing.  The Front Entrance is on the top level of the park-

ing structure.  Duval Auditorium is on the 2nd level of the Hospital.  Upon entering the Front 

Entrance, turn right and then follow the signs to Duval Auditorium. 

doned before it was completed.  Excava-
tions in the Hall-of-Columns produced a 
mass burial and several caches containing 
materials suggesting the structure was 
dedicated to the god Tezcatlipoca. 

To the southwest of the Hall-of-
Columns is a series of rooms adjacent to 
the observatory known as the Labyrinth. 
This complex of rooms surrounded an 
atrium forming a Teotihuacan-like archi-
tectural complex.  The walls of this com-
plex were covered with large orange disks 
thought to represent the sun.  It is possi-
ble this complex was occupied by or used 
by the astronomers at the site.    

Alta Vista also sits at the center of a 
prehistoric road system.  It appears that 
many of the roads lead to outlying vil-
lages and to some of the prehistoric min-
ing districts in the area.  The Chalchi-
huites mining groups are among the most 
extensive found anywhere in Meso-
america.  A series of radiocarbon dates 
indicate the mines were dug between the 
late A.D. 300s to the mid 900s. Spoil and 
sorting piles and torch butts have been 
found inside the mines, and some of the 
walls still exhibit pick marks.  The princi-
pal product of the mines appears to have 
been a soft white-green chert that was 
carved into pendants and ornaments.  

Various pigments also may have been 
extracted from the mines.  Despite the 
impressive size of the mines, the materials 
extracted appear to have been for local 
consumption.     

The Chalchihuites culture itself is di-
vided into two branches, the Suchil 
branch of western Zacatecas and the 
Guadiana branch of central Durango.  The 
Suchil branch is earlier and probably 
dates between A.D. 400 and 900.  The 
Chalchihuites culture may have actually 
truncated a local development manifested 
in the Canutillo phase. In addition to Alta 
Vista, several other large sites are known 
from the area as are a series of lesser vil-
lages and hamlets.  The Suchil Chalchi-
huites produced an elaborate red-filled 
engraved ware and a fine red-on-brown 
ware.  Alta Vista and the Suchil Chalchi-
huites appear to have collapsed, and by 
between A.D. 900 and 1000 the Chalchi-
huites occupation of western Zacatecas 
came to an end.  There is some evidence, 
destroyed buildings and bodies scattered 
across plazas, of destruction and warfare 
at Alta Vista.  The reason for the collapse 
of the Suchil Chalchihuites, however, 
remains a mystery.  

Perhaps as early as the mid A.D. 600s 
(Continued on page 10) 
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(Continued from page 9) 
the Chalchihuites culture began to mani-
fest itself along the eastern foothills of 
the Sierra Madre Occidental as the Guadi-
ana branch; and with the collapse of the 
Suchil branch, it becomes the focal point 
of subsequent Chalchihuites cultural de-
velopment.  The Chalchihuites expansion 
into Durango remains unexplained, but it 
does appear to have been a peaceful one.  
The Guadiana Chalchihuites appears to 
have melded with local Loma San Gabriel 
population as well as becoming heavily 
influenced by the Aztatlán tradition of 
the west coast of Mexico. By the A.D. 
1100s, the Guadiana Chalchihuites ap-
pears to have undergone a cultural trans-
formation that makes it almost unidentifi-
able as Chalchihuites.  By the mid A.D. 
1400s, it appears there is little expression 
of the Mesoamerican cultural tradition in 
the area, and it is thought that a general-
ized Chalchihuites-Loma San Gabriel 
cultural tradition may have given rise to 
the historical Tepehuan that occupied the 
region at the time of Contact. 
 
For more information about Alta Vista 
and the Chalchihuites culture, see the 
following sources: 
 
Foster, Michael S., and Phil C. Wigand 

(editors), 1985, The Archaeology of West 
and Northwest Mesoamerica. Westview 
Press, Boulder. 

 
Foster, Michael S., and Shirley Gorenstein 

(editors), 2000, Greater Mesoamerica, 
The Archaeology of West and Northwest 
Mexico. The University of Utah Press,  

        Salt Lake City (fall). 
 
Kelley, J. Charles, 1971,  Archaeology of the 

Northern Frontier: Zacatecas and Du-
rango.  In Archaeology of Northern 
Mesoamerica, Part Two, edited by G.F. 
Ekholm and I. Bernal, pp. 768-801.  

 
Handbook of Middle American Indians, vol. 11, 

R. Wauchope, general editor. University 
of Texas Press, Austin. 

 
     Speaker Michael S. Foster began 
working in west and northwest Mexico in 
1969.  He received his Ph.D. in 1978 from 
the University of Colorado, Boulder.  His 
dissertation was on the Loma San Gabriel 
tradition of western Zacatecas and Du-
rango.  He has published extensively on 
work in the Marismas Nacionales of Sina-
loa and Nayarit, on the Loma San Gabriel 
and Chalchihuites cultures of Durango 
and Zacatecas, and on Casas Grandes, 
Chihuahua. He also worked in Jalisco and 
has recently completed a reconnaissance 
survey of the Puerto Peñasco area of So-
nora.  The work in the Puerto Peñasco 
area was carried out with a grant from the 
Arizona Archaeological and Historical 
Society to Foster and Doug Mitchell. Fos-
ter also worked on the southern Maya 
periphery in El Salvador.  He is the co-
editor of a Westveiw Press volume enti-
tled, The Archaeology of West and North-
west Mesoamerica and also the co-editor 
of a forthcoming volume from the Univer-
sity of Utah Press entitled, Greater 
Mesoamerica: The Archaeology of West 
and Northwest Mexico. 
    For the last 12 years he has worked in 
cultural resource management in the west 
Texas, New Mexico, and Colorado.  He 
has been in Arizona for 10 years and is 
currently a Project Director of the Gila 
River Indian Community’s Cultural Re-
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Arizona State Museum is hosting the 
Archaeology Expo 2000! The Archae-
ology Expo is on Saturday and Sunday, 
March 18 & 19, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each 
day.  Planned events will emphasize 
hands-on activities that are appropriate 
for all ages and will convey what archae-
ologists have learned about Arizona's rich 
cultural heritage. You will have opportu-
nities to make a pot, a split-twig figurine, 
a stone tool, or to grind corn.  Why not go 
through a "time tunnel"! You can see A.E. 
Douglass's cycloscope for detecting pat-
terns, or throw a spear with an atl-atl. You 
can also watch and learn from experts do-
ing these activities.  

There will be four talks on a variety of 

subjects, a storyteller, a Native American 
drum group.  The usual labs and storage 
areas will be open. There will be food, 
including some native foods. There will 
be guided tours (sign-up at the Expo!) to 
the radiocarbon, tree-ring, and paleomag-
netic labs at the University.  Just a tre-
mendous number of things to see and do! 
     The Expo needs lots of people to help 
pull this off! If you can volunteer a cou-
ple of hours, that will be an immense help 
and it will ensure the success of this ambi-
tious venture! Please sign-up at the AAHS 
meetings for volunteer positions, or call 
Beth Grindell (520/621-1271) or 
Madelyn Cook (520/621-4695). We're 
sure we can find a spot for you! 

ARCHAEOLOGY EXPO 2000 
AT THE ARIZONA STATE MUSEUM! 

April 13:   W.H. (Chip) Wills  
CHACO RITUAL: YOUTHFUL   
MODELS AND ELDERLY DATA 
     Recent archaeological interpretations of the 
Bonito Phase (ca. AD 950 - 1150) in Chaco 
Canyon, New Mexico, envision an immensely 
complex world of powerful religious leaders, 
regional political systems and social control 
through terrorism.  These models tend to lump 
together a number of important archaeological 
patterns that were actually discrete in time, 
thereby creating a composite picture of dubious 
reliability.  A consideration of temporal variabil-
ity in critical aspects of the Bonito Phase sug-
gests that its social dynamics were much more 
localized than imagined in most current models. 
W. H. Wills is Associate Professor of Anthro-
pology at the University of New Mexico.  He 
has conducted fieldwork in the Black Mesa, 
Chaco, Jornada, Rio Grande, and Mogollon 
areas of the Southwest and is the author of nu-
merous works on Chaco archaeology, early 

agricultural villages, and the adoption of maize 
agriculture, including the book, Early Prehis-
toric Agriculture published by the School of 
American Research Press.  
 
May 4:   Murray Gell-Mann 
EVOLVING COMPLEXITY 
IN THE GREATER SOUTHWEST 
    It takes a number of concepts to capture what 
we mean by simplicity and complexity.  What 
are the most important meanings?  How do we 
make them more precise and relate them to one 
another?  How does the concept of social com-
plexity in archaeology and other branches of 
anthropology fit in? Why, in so many domains 
of experience, is there a tendency for entities of 
greater and greater complexity to arise?  What 
happens when complexity is in retreat?  These 
questions will be discussed with reference to 
the prehistory of the Greater Southwest.  Dr. 
Murray Gell-Mann is a Nobel Laureate in 
Physics who has had a long and intense avoca-

NEW DIRECTIONS IN SOUTHWESTERN ANTHROPOLOGY 
LECTURE SERIES 

(Continued from page 7) 
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I am pleased to accept Jenny Adam's suggestion that I occasionally contribute 
a few words to Glyphs about happenings here at ASM.  I'll take this opportunity to 
update AAHS members on legislative issues that affect ASM.  Many will recall that 
last year the State Land Department introduced a bill that would have substantially re-
distributed statutory authority for overseeing archaeology on state lands in Arizona by 
transferring some of ASM's permitting authority and authority for developing a data-
base to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). The bill was eventually tabled, 
thanks in part to the efforts of ASM's friends, including AAHS members, who let the 
legislature know that they were concerned about these issues. When the bill was tabled, 
an Interim Study Committee was formed to review cultural resource legislation in the 
state.  

That committee, comprised of 3 members of the House of Representatives, met 
for the first time on Dec. 16.  Its meeting was timed to coincide with the release of a re-
port that the Governor had requested from her Office of Excellence in Government. The 
report, which reviewed cultural resource management statutes in Arizona and surround-
ing states, also reported a survey the Governor's staff did of various state agency and 
private sector archaeologists in Arizona, to determine their views of the permitting proc-
ess in Arizona. With the exception of the Land Department, no one found any problems 
with the existing system. It differs from the process in neighboring states, but the report 
could not offer any evidence that it is either better or worse than neighboring states. The 
Interim Study Committee will meet at least one more time, probably in January, and I will 
attend.  

In the meantime, Rep. Jean McGrath (R., Glendale) has introduced new leg-
islation, HB 2373, a modified version of last year's bill. It once again moves the permit-
ting authority for archaeology on State lands from ASM to the SHPO. ASM staff 
and I have reviewed the bill and are consulting with our colleagues at the SHPO.  We 
do not believe that the bill streamlines any of the process, which is the Land Depart-
ment's publicly stated goal for the legislation.  In addition, it introduces several prob-
lems in the way it is funded (through permitting fees, which ASM does not currently 
charge).  Lastly, ASM is very concerned that a loss of permitting authority on our part 
will weaken our role in managing human burial protection laws in Arizona.  SHPO 
concurs with us on this, and tribal groups, in particular, are concerned that ASM's ex-
cellent record of mediating human reburial processes not be compromised.  

Both the Interim Study Committee and the legislation will take time to conclude 
their business.  I will keep AAHS members posted on developments. 

George Gumerman 

A letter to the members of AAHS from Dr. George Gumerman,  
the Director of the Arizona State Museum... 
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33rd Annual Chacmool Conference 
ART FOR ARCHAEOLOGY'S SAKE: 
MATERIAL CULTURE AND STYLE 

ACROSS THE DISCIPLINES 
November 8 - 12, 2000 

Call for Papers 
The next Chacmool Conference will 

bridge the gap between archaeology, art 
history and material culture studies, con-
sidering shared as well as divergent ways 
in which objects and visual imagery are 
used to infer behavior and ideology. 

“Style” has long been a cornerstone of 
archaeological analysis, and has been 
used to distinguish temporal patterns and 
cultural affiliation, as well as deep struc-
turing principles and intentional commu-
nication of symbolic information.  Con-
currently, other disciplines use the same 
basic materials for sometimes parallel but 
also radically different purposes. 

For four days in November, Chacmool 
will host a conversation across the disci-
plines to break down barriers and share 
strategies of interpretation.  The Proceed-
ings of the conference will subsequently 
be published.  In order to meet granting 
agency deadlines, session proposals 
should be submitted before February 15, 
2000, to the Abstracts Committee.  Paper 
abstracts of not more than 200 words 
should be submitted on a requested form 
from the Abstracts Committee no later 
than March 15, 2000.  Mail the form to: 

    
Marc Zender/Calla McNamee, Chacmool 
2000 Abstracts Committee 
Department of Archaeology 
University of Calgary, Calgary AB T2N 
1N4, CANADA, FAX:  403/282-9567 
 
Potential topics:  Style Grammars and 

Material Culture, Archaeology and 
the Art Market, Empire and Style 

         Conservation vs. Preservation: 

Whose Aesthetic?, Regional Studies, 
Rock Art, Text and Image among the 
Classic Maya 

 

 Deadline for Submission of Abstracts:   
March 15, 2000 

 
TOHONO CHUL PARK  
FEBRUARY EVENTS 

 
7366 N. Paseo del Norte (one stoplight west 

of Oracle on Ina Road) 
Grounds are open daily, 7 a.m. – sunset. 

Exhibit Hall hours: 9:30 - 5:00, Monday-
Saturday; 11:00-5:00, Sunday 

For information about Park programs, call 
520/742-6455 

 
Pueblo Pottery: 

Made of Earth and Fire 
 

Wilson Room, February 19, 2-4 p.m., Free 
for Members / $4 for non-members, 
RSVP: 520/742-6455 
     Scattered along the Rio Grande River 
like a string of pearls, extending north to 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains and west 
to the Colorado Plateau, lie the Pueblos 
of the Southwest. One people and many 
people, the Pueblo Indians hold at least 
one tradition in common – pottery. Mark 
Bahti, owner of Bahti Indian Arts, author 
and longtime trader, joins us for a very 
special afternoon exploring the pottery 
traditions of these artisans. Bahti will dis-
cuss materials, process, style and design, 
while sharing some of the stories that are 
formed with the clay. A wide variety of 
Pueblo pottery will be available for sale. 
Due to the nature of this event, there will 
be no membership discount offered on 
pottery.  
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OLD PUEBLO ARCHAEOLOGY CENTER EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 2000 
 
Public can dig at the Sabino Canyon Ruin - on February 5 from 8 a.m. to 4:30.  For 
reservations and directions, call 520/798-1201 before 5 p.m. on the last weekday be-
fore the event you prefer to attend. 
 
Public can dig or tour at the Sabino Canyon Ruin on February 19 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.  The hands-on archaeological field school runs from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and costs 
$35 per person, with lunch provided. The 2-hour tour starts at 9 a.m. and costs $10 per 
adult or $2 per child 12 and under. For reservations and directions, call 520/798-1201 
before 5 p.m. at least two days before the event. 
 
“Stone Arrowhead Making and Flintknapping” Workshop.      Archaeologist Allen 
Denoyer will offer an Arrowhead-Making and Flintknapping workshop on February 
12 & 13, from 9 a.m. to noon. The course is held at Old Pueblo Archaeology Center, 
1000 E. Fort Lowell Rd. Fee is $25 per person per session. Call 520/798-1201 no later 
than 5 p.m. on the Friday before the class to register.  Participation is limited, and 
minimum age is 9 years old.  
 
“Archaeology for All” Family Archaeology.  Kids 8 and up, including parents, can 
participate in a mock archaeological dig at Old Pueblo Archaeology Center, 1000 E. 
Fort Lowell Road, on on four Saturdays, February 5, 12, 19, and 26, from 9 to 11 a.m., 
on each date. The program allows participants to learn how ancient cultures are dis-
covered and studied, by actually excavating pottery and other artifacts buried in a re-
alistic, shaded, full-size replica of an Arizona Indian ruin. Fee is $28 for all four days if 
registering directly with Old Pueblo Archaeology Center (Old Pueblo members & their 
kids get 20% discount).  Call 520/798-1201 at least a day ahead for reservations. Fee 
is $40 if registering through Pima Community College (520/206-3952). 
 

VOLUNTEER-ASSISTED ARCHAEOLOGY PROGRAMS  
AT FORT HUACHUCA 

     OPAC was awarded a cultural resource management consulting contract to conduct 
archaeological work on the Fort Huachuca army base near Sierra Vista, Arizona. You 
can volunteer on historical and prehistoric site excavations and help prepare ancient 
artifacts for permanent curation at the Fort Huachuca Archaeological Laboratory and 
Curation Facility.   For the these activities or more information, call 520/798-1201. 
     Test Excavations at Fort Huachuca Historical Archaeological Sites,  8:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on the following Saturdays:  Feb 12, Feb 26, Mar 11, Mar 25, Apr 1, Apr 15, 
May 13, May 27, Aug 5, Aug 12, Aug 26, Sept 2, Sept 9, Sept 16, Sept 23, Sept 30. 
     Excavations at Fort Huachuca Prehistoric Archaeological Sites,  8:30 a.m. to 2 p.
m. on the following Tuesday-Saturday dates:  June 6-10, June 20-24, July 11-15, July 
25-29. 
     Preparing Fort Huachuca archaeological artifacts for curation, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.
m. every Thursday and Friday except holidays, through June at the Fort Huachuca Ar-
cheological Laboratory and Curation Facility. 
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AAHS MEMBERSHIP/SUBSCRIPTION APPLICATION 
 

CATEGORIES OF MEMBERSHIP – All members receive discounts on Society field 
trips and classes.  Monthly meetings are free and open to the public. 

 
$30  Glyphs membership receives the Society’s monthly newsletter, Glyphs 
$30  Student Kiva membership receives both Glyphs and Kiva; $15 receives Glyphs 
$40  Kiva membership receives all current benefits, including four issues of Kiva, 12 issues of 
Glyphs 
$50  Institutional membership (primarily libraries) receives Kiva and Glyphs 
$75  Contributing, $100 Supporting, $250 Sponsoring, and $1,000 Lifetime memberships all 
receive  
                         Glyphs and Kiva, and all current benefits.  
Outside U.S. add $10.00 
 
Enclosed is U.S. $________ for one ___________________________________________________________ 
                                                                             [Enter membership/subscription category] 
 
Name * ________________________________________________________________ Phone ____/_______ 
            * [Please enter preferred title:  Miss, Mrs., Ms., Mr., Mr. & Mrs., Mr. & Ms., etc.] 
 

Membership/Subscription Information 
 

     Visitors are welcome at all of the Society’s 
regular monthly meetings but are encouraged 
to become members in order to receive the 
Society’s publications and participate in its ac-
tivities at discount rates.  
     Memberships and subscriptions run for one 
year beginning July 1 and ending June 30.  
Membership provides one volume (four num-
bered issues) of Kiva, the Journal of Southwest-
ern Anthropology and History; 12 issues of the 
monthly newsletter Glyphs; member rates for 
Society field trips and other activities.  
     For a brochure with more information and a 
membership /subscription application form, 
write to: 

Keith Knoblock 
Vice President for Membership  

Arizona Archaeological and Historical Society 

Ari-

zona State Museum, University of Arizona 
Tucson AZ 85721 USA 

 
1999-2000 Members of the Board of Directors 

 
President:   Jenny Ad ams (881-2244) 
Vice President for Activities:   Victoria Evans (298-5167) 
Vice President for Membership:  Keith Knoblock 
Recording Secretary:   Sarah Herr (881-2244) 
Corresponding Secretary:   Madelyn Cook 
Treasurer:   Bob Conforti 
Assistant Treasurer:   Laural Myers 
Student Representative:  Tom Fenn (323-1678) 
 

Other Members of the Board 
 

Gail Award, Jan Bell (326-6709), Lee Fratt, Ed Huber, 
Austin Lenhart, Lex Lindsay, Ron Schuette, and Jennifer 
Strand (325-8401) 
 

Editors of Society Publications 
 

Editors of Kiva: 
Tobi Taylor, Production Editor 

THE ARIZONA ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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